Fictional Detectives On Stamps: NERO
WOLFE By Clete Delvaux

According to Wikipedia, writer Rex Stout published 33 novels and
41 novellas from 1934 to 1975 featuring Nero Wolfe, “a brilliant, obese
and eccentric armchair detective.” I've never read anything by Rex Stout,
but after some preliminary fascinating research on Wolfe, I’ve decided to
read a Rex Stout novel.

The strange thing about Nero Wolfe is that he solved crimes and
mysteries while never leaving his New York Brownstone apartment. The
sleuthing and on-the-ground investigations were left to Archie Goodwin,
Wolfe’s Watson-like “secretary,” who also narrates the Wolfe mysteries.
Unlike Wolfe, Archie is a “sharp-witted, dapper young confidential
assistant with an eye for attractive women,” who does the legwork for
the homebound genius detective. He investigates and reports his 1979 San
findings to Wolfe, who solves the case. Marino stamp.

One of many Nero Wolfe depictions
imagined by readers, artist unknown..

Editor’s Note: a website featuring in-depth descriptions of the usual elements (tropes) found in
a Nero Wolfe mystery. https://tropedia.fandom.com/wiki/Nero Wolfe
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Nero Wolfe appears on San Marino SC# 951 issued [
in 1979 as part of a set of five fictional detectives. Wolfe
also appears on Nicaragua Sc# C805 issued in 1972 as
part of a set of 12 fictional detectives.
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Rex Stout (1886-1975). 256 NICARAGUA | Nicaragua
Photographer and date ] stamp..
unknown.

A NERO WOLFE PLAYS WITH DEATH IN A HOUSE
6! |,? OF FATAL FLOWERS AND STARK TERROR

= THE CASE OF THE

In 1959, Rex Stout received the Mystery Writers of America’s
Grand Master Award. [In 2000,] his body of work was
nominated Best Mystery Series of the Century at Bouchercon
XXXI, the world’s largest mystery convention. He was also
nominated as the Best Mystery Writer of the Century.

“In addition to writing fiction, Stout was a prominent public intellectual for decades.
Stout was active in the early years of the American Civil Liberties Union and a founder
of the Vanguard Press. He served as head of the Writers’ War Board during World War
Il, became a radio celebrity through his numerous broadcasts, and was later active in
promoting world federalism. He was the long-time president of the Authors Guild and
sought to benefit authors by lobbying for improvement of authors’ rights under the
copyright laws. He also served a term as president of the Mystery Writers of America
in 1959.” (Wikipedia)

A typical 1950s
paperback book cover.

From Tropes website: The covers of the volumes published in the 70's and 80's were horribly inaccurate to the stories inside
them; the cover blurbs were worse. It's claimed that the marketing department thought it best to make Stout reprints look like
thrillers instead of mysteries, since the traditional mystery had gained a reputation among the general public of being only fit
for "pathetic spinsters” who found thrillers and suspense novels too "scary".
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